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ABC LEARNING CENTRES TAKEOVER ARRANGEMENTS — GOVERNMENT SUPPORT 

23. Hon SUE ELLERY to the Minister for Community Services:  
I refer to ABC Learning Centres and the takeover arrangements put in place by the Australian government to 
accelerate the transfer of centres in light of the parent company’s collapse. What steps has the minister taken to 
ensure that any potential buyers of ABC Learning Centres in Western Australia are accelerated through the 
application process for licences to operate under Western Australian regulations; and what additional resources, 
if any, will be made available to the childcare licensing section of the Department for Communities to ensure a 
seamless transfer for operators and families using child care?  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 
I am concerned about ABC Learning Centres. There are 95 such centres in Western Australia. Of those, 75 are in 
the city and 19 are in the country. It is a federal issue. I heard the Leader of the Opposition say on radio this 
morning that she hoped that the federal government would do more. I do, too. The $22 million that it has put in 
will prop up the centres until 31 December. After that, unless the non-government sector picks up some of the 
centres, we will have a huge problem. I have asked the department to be proactive and to look at what we can do. 
As the Leader of the Opposition knows, although this is a federal issue, if we cannot find places for the 7 000 
children concerned by 1 January, there will be a huge problem.  

Hon Sue Ellery: You could accelerate the licensing process.  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: Yes, I am looking at that. I have asked department staff to be very proactive on 
this issue. I am speaking to them about this matter on a daily basis.  
 


